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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 

added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 

needed. 

 

Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 

review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 

Every night, Shahrazad begins a story. And every morning, the Sultan lets her live another day -- 

providing the story is interesting enough to capture his attention. After almost one thousand nights, 

Shahrazad is running out of tales. And that is how Marjan's story begins....  

It falls to Marjan to help Shahrazad find new stories -- ones the Sultan has never heard before. To 

do that, the girl is forced to undertake a dangerous and forbidden mission: sneak from the harem 

and travel the city, pulling tales from strangers and bringing them back to Shahrazad. But as she 

searches the city, a wonderful thing happens. From a quiet spinner of tales, Marjan suddenly 

becomes the center of a more surprising story than she ever could have imagined. 

 

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 

OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 

number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 

Reading Applications 7 

11.  Determine and discuss the stated and implied themes, patterns and symbols found in literature.   

Reading Process 7 

5.  Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making 

predictions and comparisons using information in text between text and across subject areas. 

 

Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 

professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 

form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 

Review #1 

From Kirkus Reviews 

A young girl, Marjan, rescues the fabled Shahrazad from the Sultan's wrath in this exciting and 

thought-provoking novel from Fletcher (Flight of the Dragon Kyn, 1993, etc.). With her crippled 

foot, Marjan never expects to be dragged off to the palace, but that is what happens after a chance 

meeting with Shahrazadthe storyteller who wins her life each night with cliffhanging stories for the 

sultan, and who obtains a story from Marjan. Heartbroken at leaving her Aunt Chava and her Uncle 

Eli, Marjan confronts cruelty within the palace's lush interior, where wives and concubines can be 

executed at the sultan's whim, and where the Khatun, the sultan's mother, spies on everyone. 

Dispatched by Shahrazad to find more stories, Marjan sneaks out into the marketplace, where she 

eventually finds an old storyteller who tells her the end of a story of which the sultan has become 

fond. Beaten and imprisoned by the Khatun, Marjan escapes the palace, only to return and tell the 

sultan an allegory that enables him to realize his love for Shahrazad, and to spare her life. Despite 



the licenses Fletcher takes with the story of Shahrazad, the novel may entice readers into the pages 

of Richard Burton's far richer work; they will appreciate the power of storytelling that it may 

expand the soul of even the most hardened listener. (Fiction. 12-14) 

 

Review #2 

School Library Journal starred review - "An Elegantly written novel that will delight and entertain. 

 

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: Homeless Bird Author: Gloria Whelan 

Title: Seven Daughters and Seven Sons Author: Barbara Cohen 

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

 

Document any potentially controversial content: 

multicultural literature 

 

Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 

suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     

 

Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  

 

GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

 

Reading level of this title (if applicable):  11+ 

 

 

Date Submitted to Department Chair: 12/10/07 

 

 

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 

School Library Journal 

Horn Book 

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 

Library Journal 

Book Links 

Publisher's Weekly 

Booklist 

Kirkus Review 

Wilson Library Catalog 

English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 

The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 

Literature for Today’s Young Adults 

 


